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asked me for a contribution of one hundred dollars. On one
occasion the committee sent me a return check of forty-two
dollars and some cents with a statement that the full amount
had not been expended. If contributions of money were made
by others the fact was not communicated to me.

I became a candidate for the Senate upon a request signed
by members of the Legislature. When the second contest
was on, in 1877, I declined a call by a telegraphic message to
visit Boston and confer with my friends who were anxious
for my election. I was a member of the Peace Congress of
1861 and I received several other appointments from Gov-
ernor Andrew, but without solicitation by me. At his request
I went to Washington for a conference with Mr. Lincoln
and General Scott. I reached the city by the first train that
passed over the road from Annapolis. Again, at his request,
I went to Washington the Monday following the battle of
Bull Run.

I received two appointments from President Lincoln, when,
in each case, I had no knowledge that the place existed.

From General Grant I received the offer of the Interior De-
partment and then of the Treasury Department, both of which
I declined. When General Grant had taken the responsibility
of sending my name to the Senate, I had no alternative as
a member of the Republican Party and as a friend to General
Grant.

Upon the death of Mr. Folger, President Arthur asked me
to take the office of Secretary of the Treasury. I was then
concerned with the affairs of another government and I de-
clined the appointment.

When General Garfield had been nominated at Chicago in
1880 the nomination of a candidate for the Vice-Presidency -
was placed in the hands of the friends of General Grant.
The nomination was offered to me.

In the forty years from 1856 to 1896, I made speeches in